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We are where you want to be ®

• 700-Acre Lake • 3 Miles of PrivateWhite-Sand Beach • Beach Clubhouse • 10,000-Sq.-Ft. Zero-Edge Infinity Pool • 2 Marinas • Boating •Water Skiing •Wakeboarding • Kayaking • Fishing •
• Signature Championship Golf •Tennis • Bocce • Pickleball •Wellness Spa • Fitness Center • 3 Restaurants • Botanical Park • Dynamic Social Scene …All in one Luxurious Location
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THE #1 COMMUNITY IN THE USA!

New Waterfront Homes and Golf Estate Villas
from over $1 million to over $10 million

MiromarLakes.com ~ 239.425.2340
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Weather

High 76° ❚ Low 60°
Pt. sunny. Forecast, 15B

Famed reporter to visit FGCU

Jerry Mitchell will talk about
uncovering truth. SWFLATODAY, 3A

TheatreZone’s ‘Bright Star’

Play shines with good music and
authentic characters. Neapolitan, 1D XEJDHH-10050z
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More music on the way
from Dominic Fike
IN THE 239, 12-13

On the southwest corner of the bus-
tling intersection at Goodlette-Frank
and Pine Ridge Road roads, four cement
posts, some leaning, most discolored,
all easily ignored, are the only evidence
that eight Black bodies lie in graves

below. 
There are no signs, no headstones no

fencing. These are the unmarked graves
from a segregated cemetery plot once
marked “N” for “negro.” The other
graves, Plot W, for “white,” are also in an
unmarked site in front of a nearby strip
mall containing an Asian market and 

Focus turns to 1930s
segregated gravesite

Groups make push to get cemetery ‘the same recognition as the white pioneers’ 

This plain post marks a grave of a Black resident from when graveyards were segregated in Collier County. It is one of four
posts at the southwest corner of Goodlette-Frank and Pine Ridge roads in North Naples. CAITLYN JORDAN/NAPLES DAILY NEWS

Karl Schneider
Naples Daily News

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See GRAVESITE, Page 5A

“We want to make sure

people know it’s there. It is

the history of what went

down in Collier.”
Eileen Connolly-Keesler
President and CEO of the Community Foundation

Five Southwest Florida hospitals are
among the top 100 hospitals in the U.S.,
according to new ratings by
Healthgrades.

Lee Memorial Hospital, HealthPark
Medical Center, and Cape Coral Hospital

are among the best 100 hospitals in the
country, according to the Colorado-based
ratings firm.

All three are part of the publicly-oper-
ated Lee Health system in Lee County.
Lee Health’s fourth acute care hospital,
Gulf Coast Medical Center, is ranked
among the nation’s top 250 hospitals by
Healthgrades.

The four acute care hospitals have a

combined 1,865 beds and
handle 1.5 million patient
visits a year with a $2 bil-
lion annual budget.

In Collier County, the
NCH Healthcare System’s
two campuses, North Na-
ples and Baker hospitals,

made the top 100 list.
The NCH hospitals have a combined

713 beds and saw 170,000 patient visits in
2021 and total revenue of $791 million, ac-
cording to financial disclosures for the fis-
cal year ending Sept. 30.

Healthgrades is one of several hospital
ratings that come out each year or more
frequently; others include Leapfrog, U.S.
News and World Report, and the federal
government has its own CMS Star rat-
ings.

They are designed to help consumers
gain understanding of how hospitals are
performing and help them decide where
to get inpatient medical care when they
need it.

A group of quality care experts in 

5 SWFL hospitals among top 100
Facilities in best 100 list are among the top 2% in nation,
says Healthgrades ratings firm based in Colorado

Hiltz

Liz Freeman
Naples Daily News

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See HOSPITALS, Page 12A

TALLAHASSEE – The Florida
House would strip $200 million from
a dozen counties where school
boards defied Gov. Ron DeSantis by
requiring students and staff to wear
masks – another punishing strike in a
clash that consumed much of last
fall.

The move came from state Rep.
Randy Fine, R-Palm Bay, the House
education budget-writer.

Fine played a central role in pro-
moting claims last fall by parents of a
Brevard County student with Down
Syndrome who said their child was
abused by teachers when a mask was
tied to her face.

The claim coursed through con-
servative media, was seized on by a
DeSantis spokeswoman, and the
girl’s father repeated the story on Fox
News’ Tucker Carlson Show. Law en-
forcement investigators later dis-
missed the case – concluding it was
built around staged photos and false
statements.

Now, with Florida’s school mask
fight receding into history and as
states including New York, Connecti-
cut and California, scale back far
stricter policies, Fine on Wednesday
fired another shot.

$200M at
stake for
districts
that mask
‘It’s about holding
people accountable,’
education lawmaker
behind the move said

John Kennedy
Capital Bureau

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

See DISTRICTS, Page 12A
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FRONTLINE INSURANCE HAS REOPENED
FOR HOMES OVER TWENTY YEARS OLD

583 Tallwood Street #102 • Marco Island, FL 34145

239-394-0888 www.aramarco.com

• Disappearing

deductibles

• No age of home

restrictions

• Wind coverage

included

• Pool cage coverage

includedJim Bonfitto, Tracy Stolinas, Joe Bennett

A.R.A. INSURANCE

Naples Artcrafters
Fine Art & Crafts Show

February 12th, 2022 • Saturday 10-4pm
Cambier Park, Naples

ND-GCI0804559-02

2700 Immokalee Road, #14 • Naples, Florida 34110 • 239.4FLOORS • 239.435-6677
www.afknaples.com

LIC#35988

COME VISIT OUR BEAUTIFUL

4000 sq. ft.
SHOWROOM

Kitchen & Bath Remodeling

Kitchen & Bath Remodeling
Granite & Quartz Countertops

Tile, Wood, Vinyl & Carpet Flooring
Free Estimates & Design ConsultationsFlooring & Kitchens

Hours of Operation: Mon-Fri 9am-5pm • Sat 10am-3pm

ND-GFG0001350-03

August 2019 published a study, “Rating
the Raters,” in the New England Journal
of Medicine Catalyst that outlined short-
comings among each of four major hos-
pital rating systems.

The study also pointed out that the
ratings can be misleading and confuse
the public, according to the lead author,
Dr. Karl Bilimoria, director of the North-
western Medicine Surgical Outcomes
and Quality Improvement Center.

Both Lee Health and NCH have
bounced back fi�nancially in 2021 com-
pared to the year before when the CO-
VID-19 pandemic hit and caused signifi�-
cant losses. Patients avoided hospital
care if they could and elective surgeries,
an important revenue driver, were can-
celed for months.

Over the past two years, both hospital
systems were inundated with COVID-19
patients who require costly and labor-in-
tensive services, which further crippled
labor supplies. Some hospital employees
resigned out of fear of infection, burn out
or to work for temporary staffi�ng agen-
cies that pay more.

Lee Health saw a $160 million profi�t
over expenses in 2021 compared to just
$2 million the year before.

NCH ended the year with a $12 million
gain compared to $46 million in losses in
2020, fi�nancial documents show.

Why should you care?

Hospitals that make the best 100 list
are among the top 2% in the nation, ac-
cording to Healthgrades. Hospitals on
the list of the best 250 in the nation are
among the top 5% in performance.

The ratings fi�rm released its annual
report Feb. 8 of the best 50, 100, and 250
hospitals in the U.S. after reviewing clin-
ical performance in 31 of the most com-
mon procedures and conditions.

The fi�rm used Medicare data from
2018 to 2020 and roughly 4,500 hospi-
tals nationwide were evaluated.

The conditions and procedures used
in the evaluation include heart attack,
heart failure, pneumonia, respiratory
failure, sepsis, stroke and other common
reasons for inpatient care.

Patients treated in a hospital that are
among the top 100 have a 25% lower risk
of dying than if they were treated in hos-
pitals that have not maintained clinical
excellence, according to Healthgrades.

In Florida, Advent Health in Orlando
also made the top 100 hospitals. Two
hospitals made the top 50, which are
Mayo Clinic in Jacksonville and Flagler
Hospital West in St. Augustine. Nine
hospitals made the top 250 list. 

“Healthgrades does not take into con-
sideration perception or popularity in
analyzing and rating hospitals,” accord-
ing to the ratings fi�rm. “Recipients of
these quality awards have consistently
delivered better than expected clinical
outcomes for their patients.”

The 2022 ratings is the fourth year
that all Lee Health hospitals were recog-
nized among the best, and the fi�rst time
that three Lee Health hospitals were in-
cluded among the 100 best hospitals in
the country, according to Lee Health.

“It is a credit to Lee Health’s compas-
sionate staff� and leadership team that all
four adult hospitals are consistently rec-
ognized among the best in the nation,”
Dr. Larry Antonucci, president and chief
executive offi�cer of Lee Health, said in a
news release. “In the face of a global pan-
demic, we have remained focused on
providing the best possible health care to
Southwest Florida.”

Paul Hiltz, president and chief exec-
utive offi�cer of NCH, said the hospital
system “has always prided itself” on de-
livering quality health care to the com-
munity.

“Since my arrival as CEO two years
ago our entire team has been laser-fo-
cused on reaching the benchmark of be-
ing named a top 100 healthcare system,”
he said in a news release.

“Our commitment to providing an ex-
ceptional patient experience each and
every time has been instrumental in
helping us fi�nally reach this remarkable
distinction with Healthgrades,” Hiltz
said.

The Healthgrades website provides
consumers with resources to consider
where to go for hospital care. Visit
healthgrades.com for more information.

In the past two years, NCH has come a
long way to achieve the two “A”
grades from Leapfrog. NCH HEALTHCARE 

Hospitals
Continued from Page 1A

The $200 million is taken from the
state’s biggest, urban counties where
COVID-19 cases were high and school
mask-wearing required at least for
several months last year. The money
would be scattered to other counties
that didn’t challenge DeSantis.

Since all Florida districts would see
overall increases in the $105.3 billion
state budget advanced Wednesday by
the House Appropriations Commit-
tee, the mask penalty won’t be that
harmful, Fine said.

“It is intended to reward the 55
school districts, the overwhelming
majority of which followed our state
law and respected the rights of par-
ents over the past year,” Fine said of
what he called the “Putting Parents
First Adjustment Deduct.”

The Senate doesn’t include the pol-
icy in its $108.6 billion state budget
proposal. The budgets were approved
by committees Wednesday in the
House and Senate, but it’s unclear
whether Fine’s idea will survive work
between the two sides on reaching a
consensus spending plan for 2022-23
before the Legislature’s scheduled
March 11 fi�nish.

Move echoes student 
mask wars of last summer

DeSantis last summer issued an
executive order allowing only parents
to decide whether their children
would wear masks in schools. Rules
enacted later by the Education De-
partment and Health Department af-
fi�rmed this parent-based standard
and led to the withholding of pay from
school board members in eight of the
districts that continued to require
masks.

The Biden administration also got
into the clash, backing defi�ant school
districts. In December, paychecks
withheld from school board members
were returned by the Florida Educa-
tion Department.

The ban on school mask mandates
was fi�nally cemented into state law in
November, during a special legislative
session. The measure signed by De-
Santis prohibits vaccine and mask re-
quirements in schools.

The counties penalized under
Fine’s “Putting Parents First” propos-

al are Alachua, Brevard, Broward, Mi-
ami-Dade, Duval, Hillsborough, Indi-
an River, Leon, Orange, Palm Beach,
Sarasota and Volusia.

In Miami-Dade, the largest county
aff�ected, schools would lose almost
$72 million; Indian River, the small-
est, is tapped for $1.3 million. Fine in-
cluded in the House budget a line that
the deduction will not “reduce fund-
ing for any direct educational service
or resource that impacts the educa-
tion of kindergarten through grade 12
students.”

Instead, he said the money will be
taken from state funds directed to-
ward administrators making more
than $100,000 annually. “These are
bureaucrats, not people in the class-
rooms,” Fine said, in response to
questions from Democrats.

Rep. Ramon Alexander, D-Talla-
hassee, pointed out that plenty of
staff� in the Republican-led Legisla-
ture earn more than the $100,000
threshold targeted.

And Rep. Fentrice Driskell, D-Tam-
pa, also asked Fine if he was simply
looking to punish districts that of-
fended him.

“We have the power of paper ... but
we also have the power of the purse,”
Fine said, adding that “it’s about hold-
ing people accountable.”

John Kennedy is a reporter in the
USA TODAY Network’s Florida Capital
Bureau. He can be reached at
jkennedy2@gannett.com, or on Twit-
ter at @JKennedyReport

Districts
Continued from Page 1A

“It is intended to
reward the 55
school districts,
the overwhelming
majority of which
followed our state
law and respected
the rights of
parents over the
past year.” 
Rep. Randy Fine, R-Palm Bay,


