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The Florida Legislature has had a tough time maneuvering through the politics of

clean water to eff�ectively curb pollution and protect public health. h The Legislature

enacted the “Clean Waterways Act of 2020” with great fanfare, but though penalties

were increased, the law was light on enforceable regulations to curb pollution. Instead,

it continues to rely on largely voluntary and presumed compliance with state regula-

tions. It also ignored many key recommendations of the Governor’s Blue-Green Algae

Task Force. h But as it convenes for its 2022 session, the Legislature will have another

opportunity — thanks to Sen. Lori Berman of Delray Beach and Rep. Yvonne Hayes

Hinson of Gainesville. The two Democratic legislators have introduced the “Safe

Waterways Act” (Senate Bill 604 and House Bill 393). h The proposal’s most im-

portant feature would require (rather than simply authorize) the Florida De-

partment of Health (FDOH) to issue health advisories and — through its

network of county health departments — post and maintain warning

notices at “public bathing places” where the water has been found

to contain fecal bacteria, either fecal coliform, Escherichia

coli or enterococci bacteria.
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Proposal before Florida
Legislature would require health
advisories where water has been
found to contain fecal bacteria

Your Turn
Howard Simon

Guest columnist

See WATER, Page 26B
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It’s OK to admit you believe in climate change. Data
demonstrates your neighbors agree! With this year’s
hurricane season over, there is a clear indication we
need to invest a lot more of our collective willpower and
our public dollars in climate change resilience.

While Southwest Florida was spared a direct hit, 

Climate change: Pay
me now or pay me later

Your Turn
Dr. Jennifer Jones

Guest columnist

See CLIMATE, Page 26B

PERSPECTIVE

We have some exciting news to share. Pending ap-
proval by Naples City Council, NCH Healthcare Sys-
tem is pleased to announce we are fi�nalizing plans to
add a world-class Heart, Stroke and Vascular Insti-
tute — providing comprehensive cardiac, stroke, and

vascular services — to our downtown campus. This
state-of-the-art Institute will be constructed on our
Baker campus adjacent to the existing hospital. Addi-
tionally, we’re planning to construct a parking garage
for easy access in and out of our campus.

Our vision for NCH is to provide exceptional qual-
ity care with the best patient experience and out-
comes available. In that regard, the vision for the NCH
Heart, Stroke and Vascular Institute, is testimony to
our commitment to the community and our broader 

NCH announces plans for heart,
stroke and vascular institute 

Your Turn
Paul Hiltz

Guest columnist

See HILTZ, Page 25B
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vision. Its location is important and
symbolic; it sits in the heart of Naples.
Importantly, 67% of NCH’s heart and
stroke patients requiring interventions
reside within 10 miles of our downtown
Baker campus.

The Institute will be built on a solid
foundation. NCH was recently recog-
nized nationally by U.S. News and
World Report. Plus, we recently re-
ceived two “A” scores at both campuses
by Leapfrog Hospital Safety Group, the
gold standard for patient safety trans-
parency. 

The NCH Heart, Stroke and Vascular
Institute will benefi�t the community by
further attracting nationally-acclaimed
physicians and advance our research in-
stitute, where we currently have more
than a dozen clinical trials underway. 

We at NCH are committed to building
the best possible healthcare and well-
ness programs for the Naples communi-
ty, for which we have proudly served for
more than 65 years. NCH is a communi-
ty healthcare system. It was built by the
community for the community. And ev-
erything we strive to do is with that in
mind. We understand the important
role we play in the stewardship of your
care and well-being and we value your
support. 

To enable our vision to come to life,
we are collaborating with elected offi�-
cials and city representatives, to desig-
nate a new hospital district as part of
the project. 

Some facts about the new facility and
our request:

h The plan is to construct one new

six-story building, plus a parking ga-
rage. This will provide space to house vi-
tal hospital infrastructure, including
technology and the support operations
for our cardiac care sub-specialties, en-
abling us to perform more procedures. 

h The proposed six-story building
will be adjacent to the current facility,
which, at FEMA grade has a height of
92’.6”. We are requesting 98’.6”, or an ad-
ditional six feet. This allows for higher
ceilings per fl�oor to accommodate the
latest technology requirements. This
project will result in an additional 54
new patient rooms. For the fi�rst time,
NCH will have 100 percent private
rooms.

h The current city charter prohibits
buildings in commercial zones from ex-
ceeding three stories and 42 feet, re-
quiring the hospital district zoning re-
quest.

h The construction timeline is ex-
pected to be two years.

h The new facility is projected to cost
$150 million, a signifi�cant portion of
which will be funded by philanthropic
support from our community.

We are committed to keeping you in-
formed and up-to-date on our progress.
Our goal is simply to provide exception-
al care with the best patient experience.
We seek your support on this journey.
We are open to feedback as we continue
to work in collaboration with both you,
our community, and our elected offi�-
cials. Everyone deserves the best care
possible, and at NCH we are all dedicat-
ed to providing it.

For more information visit
www.MomentsMatterinNaples.com.

Paul Hiltz is the president and CEO of
NCH Healthcare and a Fellow of the
American College of Healthcare Execu-
tives. 

Concept art of NCH Heart Institute in downtown Naples NCH HEART INSTITUTE
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